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Mr John Harrison




4 Seaward Cresent

CEO






Pallarenda

Recfish Australia




Townsville QLD 4810

PO Box 187

Grange QLD 4051
Dear John,

In response to your letter dated 28 June 2005, I have the following comments.

1. The AUF (Spearfishing) would be delighted to be an associate member of Recfish Australia. We will review our annual membership payment based on performance and benefits. I look forward to talking with you further about some annual performance indicators, however, policy, representation, communication, lobbying and funding may be possible indicators. I have enclosed a cheque for $550 for 2005/6.

2. The AUF would be interested in nominating a skilled and experienced member to the Recfish Board. 

3. A policy and consultation processes for existing and proposed MPA’s and fishing closures is essential. The AUF is still furious about the Qld governments closure or areas such as Flat Rock and the NSW government total exclusion of spearfishers from LHI (despite very large numbers of submissions and no logical, scientific basis to exclude spearfishers in either case).

4. The AUF would like to suggest that the pilot for accredited fishing tournaments be extended to possible accredited fishing methods (and the process used by the Marine Stewardship Council). Also to develop a link between issue and management is it essential to look at a fishing tournament in a MPA. A suggestion is the Blue Water Classic which is a pelagic  spearfishing competition has been held for 10 years in the Solitary Island Marine Park.

I look forward to working with you for the future of fish and fisheries.

Yours sincerely
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Dr Adam Smith

National Chair (Spearfishing)

14 August 2005 

If you would like more information on the AUF please visit our website at www.auf.com.au 

