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AUSTRALIAN UNDERWATER FEDERATION NATIONAL SPEARFISHING COMMISSION REPORT ON 2003\4 ACTIVITIES TO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN SYDNEY ON SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2004

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

It has been a busy and rewarding year for the spearfishing commission with a significant increase in membership, a successful Australian championships and international competition and numerous issues that have been tackled by committed spearfishers.

We have new state commissioners in Qld (David Welch), SA (Mary-Anne Stacey) and WA (Joe Petrovich) and we also have a new National Records officer Greg Pickering. Dave in particular has been very active in Queensland and has developed some new initiatives and has also been successful in gaining AUF representation on a peak recreational fishing advisory committee with Kevin Chard on th GBRMPA Fisheries Reef Advisory Committee.

Spearfishers have been under enormous pressures for changes to our activity from Federal and State government and the conservation groups, and there has been major issues associated with marine protected areas, protected species and fisheries management. We have been proactive with meetings with politicians, mail outs, media releases and have had some successes but also some losses. The biggest disappointment so far has been the closure of some of the best sites in Qld to protect Grey Nurse Sharks and we are continuing to pursue actions through FOI requests with Premiers, DPI and EPA. The AUF has major concerns that this politically motivated but scientifically flawed management response may also happen in NSW in the future. We also await the response to our hundreds of submissions on the LHI marine park draft plan where it was proposed to ban spearfishing. To my knowledge this has been the largest response so far by the spearfishing community to an issue and thanks in particular to Oly Wady and Mel Brown. 

The communication between spearfishers has been greater than ever before with several websites and forums, specialist publications (a new magazine called Spearfishing Downunder has started in Mackay) and trade displays and I believe that this has led to a significant increase in our membership in the past year. However, I am concerned that numbers may decline if we don’t educate, support our member’s and give them some benefits (and a primary concern is the rising cost of insurance).

The majority of the divers at the recent national titles appeared to enjoy the novelty and safety of the pairs event and it helped select a national team that could dive together and we were successful in beating the Kiwis at the Interpacific Triparte for the first time in several years. However we must balance need for change with history and review this format for future Australian titles as well as review our future affiliations and financial commitment with sending teams to the World and triparte (Interpacific) competitions.

More detail on some of the actions, activities and finances of the AUF National Spearfishing commission are below.

Finally, I wish to thank all state Chairs and a small number of spearfishers throughout Australia for their dedication, commitment and hard work towards the achievement of the AUF spearfishing commissions goals in 2003-04. I would like to see even more spearfishers get involved in a coordinated way in 2004-05. I would also like to particularly acknowledge the support of the Chair of the AUF Graham Henderson, as well as Mel Brown for information and actions and Sue Dockar the Membership officer.
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Dr Adam Smith

Chair (Spearfishing)

2 November 2004

MEMBERSHIP


QLD 120, NSW 245, VIC 40, WA 39, SA 2, NT 1


TOTAL 437 as of July 2003


QLD 154, NSW 426, VIC 60, WA 93, SA 3, ACT 4, NT 1, TAS 1


TOTAL 742 as of August 2004

An apparent 70% increase in membership with most growth in NSW and WA, however perhaps complicated by new membership dates from July rather than April.

FINANCIAL FOR 2003-04


Incoming 

$348 May- 34S, 8J

$214- August- 19S, 3J

$330 Sept – 29S, 5J

$40 Oct- 4S

$496 Oct- 40S, 12J

$374
5 Dec – 35 S, 8J

$40 Dec- 4S

$715 Dec\Jan- 44s, 5J

$250 Jan – 21S, 5J

$160 10 Feb – 16 S

$230 May- 23S, 1J

$440 June 44S, 1J

$390 June- 38S, 3J

$340 July- 34 S 10 J 

$320 July – 32S, 2J

 (?460 members)

$1480 from National titles in WA

$2500 from Paspaley Pearls- 2004

$700 raffle

$490 raffle

$40 Tony Heugh

$2000 Blue water classic

Outgoing

$2000 to world team (Chile Nov 04)

$3610 entry for worlds

$1000 towards Triparte team (Slim Ward)

$550 to Sharkshots (Mike Parry) for design mousepads and poster

$775 insurance

$2013 mousepads x 1000

$187.95 postage (Sue Dockar)

$480 for medals

$660 new meritorious trophy

$33 for FOI (Qld Govt)

$504 airfare to Sydney for AGM

$400 for 20 DVDs (Liquid Focus)

Balance = start + incoming – outgoing = 4000+11,897-11,365=$4532

STRATEGIC PLANNING


Strategic plan reviewed and endorsed by state Chairs at  AGM 


Membership form updated and consistent (except Qld)


Pairs competitions at national titles

NATIONAL MEETINGS


QLD issues – Minister for Fisheries, Ministers advisor and DPI staff


QLD – working with Sunfish management committee


QLD – GBRMPA meetings


QLD- letter to Premier and expert panel for State aquatic emblem


AGM 14th May 2004 at Coffs Harbour (12 attendees)


AUF spearfishing planning meeting in Sydney – 12&13 August 2003


Meeting with dive industry at Dive Expo, Sydney – 14 September 03 and July 04 


NSW – Lord Howe Island Marine Parks and dive industry- March 04

COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION


ISFN articles every 3 months


Spearfishing Downunder article every 3 months


Dive Expo in Sydney


Boat show in Townsville


Media Releases (18)- see www.spearfishing.com.au


Websites (www.spearfishing.com.au and auf-inc.org.au) but

AUF web forum at www.spearfishing.com.au was shutdown due to complaints from various divers


Letter to all AUF spearfishing members


Letter to all politicians in Qld


Letter on issues (Grey nurse shark to EA, NSW Fisheries, marine parks to GBRMPA, fisheries management to DPI)


Campaign (Lord Howe Island Marine Park)


Code of conduct (Cape Byron Imports from August 2004?)

BENEFITS


Focus has been on increasing membership 


Focus on education of broad stakeholders and campaigns to ensure that spearfishing is recognised as a valid user


Mousepads


New national trophies 

Most meritorious (jointly donated by AUF and G. Pfrengle), 

Superdiver (donated by Adrenalin Spearfishing supplies)

OTHER


Current manager of World team (Gunther Pfrengle)


Managers of Australian team (Slim Ward and Gunther Pfrengle)- and sponsorship


Planning for next national titles in Victoria in January 05 and Triparte hosted by Australia in Eden in April 2005


10 national record certificates were issued

AGM – Report for National Spearfishing Commission-November 04
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