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Dear Senator

MAJOR CONCERNS WITH MARINE PARKS, CONSULTATION, DECISIONS AND SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

The Australian Underwater Federation (AUF) which represents thousands of skindivers throughout Australia is aware our your vision for Fisheries “Looking to the future” and applauds your focus on ESD in fisheries management and effective and transparent decision making processes to allocate access rights among all sectors using fisheries resources. 

Therefore we find it very difficult to believe the difference between your principles and the NSW Minister for Primary Industries who shares your name the Hon Ian Macdonald who recently made a flawed decision to ban spearfishing at Lord Howe Island Marine Park (LHIMP). Specifically, we wish to advise you that AUF members made 50% of the submissions (244 individual) including eight from diving clubs and organisations representing over 1000 members yet our submissions and majority views were ignored apparently in favour of minority local views.

In the LHI Draft Zone Plan Regulation and Operation Plan a specific question asked “Should spearfishing be banned at Lord Howe Island?” and a total of 32.1% agreed but a majority of 67.9% of all submissions disagreed with the draft regulation to ban spearfishing (found at http://www.mpa.nsw.gov.au/lhimp/pdf/Summary-of-Submissions.pdf). So we are devastated that minority views apparently were more important that the purported democratic consultation process and the majority views.

Therefore we ask your advice on the serious omission of implementation of these principles for ESD and transparent decision making by the NSW Minister in the LHIMP, which will have serious Australia-wide ramifications. Perhaps an option may be to raising the issue of “Marine parks, consultation, decisions and sustainable fisheries” at the next Natural Resources Management Ministerial Council. 

Spearfishing is permitted in habitat protection zones and in general use zones in every other marine park in Australia, as well as being allowed under the management structure of the Commonwealth GBRMPA to access yellow zones in the GBRMP and World Heritage Area. In all other marine parks, management plans are in place to allow for multiple uses. This includes spearfishing. 

This marine park, as well as the other marine parks in NSW are there to not only protect the biodiversity, through the use of sanctuaries that cover representative areas but are also there to provide for ecologically sustainable methods of fishing, and to provide opportunities for public appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of the marine park. The proposal to ban spearfishing from the entire marine park denies this opportunity for spearfishers.

Spearfishing has been shown to be the most ecologically sustainable method of fishing, and has existed as a method of fishing in NSW waters since indigenous fishers started to utilise the oceans and river systems of NSW.

I personally visited LHI in late March 2004 with a party of 10 people for a holiday (including two spearfishers) to show this selective activity and raise some of the issues with the Marine Park Authority staff Geoff Kelly and any interested parties. We chartered the local SCUBA diving boat, caught three kingfish by spearfishing and a crayfish and were very selective and well received.

Lord Howe Island represents a unique location in Australia, where spearfishers (and line-fishers) from around the world could go on charter to target pelagic species such as yellowtail kingfish, yellowfin tuna, wahoo, silver trevally, spangled emperor and so forth. The numbers of fish species actually taken would be low, but the quality for the species taken would be expected to be high.

One other point that needs to be made is that at no time for this draft proposal has any expert opinion been sought from expert spearfishers. Both the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the NSW Fisheries department are aware of the AUF, and the NSW Spearfishing and Freedivers Commission (NSW branch of the AUF). At no stage have either of the government departments approached this group seeking expert opinion on a proposal to ban spearfishing from the entire marine park. Given the enormous implication of this proposal this is very poor consultation. This MUST be addressed and in our submission in March 2004 we asked that “the AUF would like to be a member of the review committee and to have access to the submissions prior to any decisions that can negatively affect our stakeholders. And, if the unthinkable happens and we are excluded we will demand reconsideration under legal processes and may seek compensation.”  

In conclusion the AUF is furious about the analysis of submissions, which make a mockery of public consultation and fisheries and marine park management throughout Australia by ignoring the majority of stakeholders (almost 50% or 244 individual submission were from spearfishers) as well as the findings (almost 70% of submissions agreed that spearfishing should NOT be banned at LHI). We seek an independent review of the entire process and outcomes. The AUF believe that spearfishing should be permitted in the LHI habitat protection zones, as is the case for every other marine park in NSW. 

Given the urgency, and that we are both in Townsville, I would like to make an appointment to visit your offices to discuss possible solutions to this nationally important issue. My number is 0418 726 584. 

Yours sincerely

[image: image2.jpg]ian Underwater Hederation

Sustainable
Selective Seafood




Dr Adam Smith BSc(Hons), MBA, PhD, FAICD



Chair AUF (National)








14 January 2005
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