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59th Australian Spearfishing, Fin swimming and Film fishing 
Championships 

 

09-14 December 2010 
 
The Australian Underwater Federation (Spearfishing), AUFQ, Townsville Skindiving Club Inc. and 
Mackay Dowunder Skindiving Club welcome competitors to the 2010 Australian Underwater 
Federation Spearfishing, Film Fishing and Fin Swimming Championships.  We hope you will enjoy 
the warm waters off Cape Gloucester, Queensland and the fellowship of old and new friends 
during this event. 
 

                  
 
CONTACT/ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
Anthony Morrison  0400 373 242  
Adam Smith   0418 726 584 
Ryan Ellery   0423 654 610 
Matt Ludbrooke   0438 617 580 
Craig Barnett   0417 741 774 
Mick Pannach   0438 254 564 
John Picard   07 4779 4427 
Alan Bannister   0403 330 154 
 
COMPETITION CATEGORIES 
Championships to be awarded subject to sufficient competitors per category: 
Australian OPEN Spearfishing Championship 
Australian MASTERS Spearfishing Championship  55 years + 
Australian VETERAN Spearfishing Championship  45-54 years  
Australian SENIOR Spearfishing Championship    25-44 years 
Australian INTERMEDIATE Spearfishing Championship  18-24 years 
Australian JUNIOR Spearfishing Championship   15-17 years 
Australian SUB JUNIOR Spearfishing Championship  under 15 years 
Australian LADIES Spearfishing Championship 
Australian STATE-TEAM (4 divers) Championships 
Australian INTERPACIFIC PAIRS Spearfishing Championship 
Australian FINSWIMMING Championship 
Australian SUPERDIVER Championship 
Australian FILMFISHING Championship 
Australian most meritorious fish 
Australian largest fish 
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ACCOMMODATION  
Cape Gloucester is a remote location and we have booked the entire resort (takes 44 people). 
Accommodation is $54 per person per night for 5 nights. 
 
Cape Gloucester Eco Resort 
4945 7242 
info@capeg.com.au 
www.capeg.com.au 
 
If you require extra nights before or after the competition please organize your own with the resort. 

 
 
MEALS 
 
All dinners are provided as part of registration costs. 
 
Competitors are responsible for their own breakfast and lunches. It is suggested that they 
purchase their food requirements in a major town before arriving at Cape Gloucester. There is NO 
nearby shopping facilities. 
 
NUMBER OF COMPETITORS 
Boat spaces on the day of spearfishing heats will be limited to competitors only due to boat survey 
limits. Competitor numbers are therefore strictly limited to 30-40 divers for the spearfishing heats.  
 
Payment does not guarantee registration and if necessary ranked divers (from state teams) will be 
given preference if we have too many applications.  

mailto:info@capeg.com.au
http://www.whitsundayecoresort.com/
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SCHEDULE SUMMARY 
Thursday 9 December ï Registration 3.00 ï 7.00 pm 
Friday 10 December ï Spearfishing Heat 1 (weather dependent) 
Saturday 11 December ï Filmfishing and Finswimming 
Sunday 12 December  -ï Heat Two Spearfishing 
Monday 13

th
 Interpacific Pairs and Presentation 

 
This schedule may change due to weather with the following priorities 1. Spearfishing, 2. 
Interpacific, 3. Filmfishing 

 
 
NOMINATION FORM (attached) AND ENTRY FEES:    
 
$780 for all competitors other than juniors and sub juniors. 
 
Includes- Registration, t/shirt; transport to the reef for Spearfishing (3 days total), film fishing/fin 
swimming event (location to be confirmed but may be reef, island or shoreline); 5 nights share 
accommodation; 5 night dinner (includes presentation dinner); safety boats, prizes and much 
more. 
 
$500 for juniors \ sub juniors (includes above but only 1 days diving (with an adult) on same day as 
Interpacific pairs or Finswimming). 
 
ALL COMPETITORS MUST BE CURRENT AUF MEMBERS (JOIN ONLINE AT 
WWW.AUF.COM.AU FOR $55). 
 
 
$400 - NON competitors (includes 5 nights accommodation and 5 nights dinner). 
 
PAYMENT for registration can be made by direct deposit to 

Townsville Skindiving Club (P.O.Box 511 Hyde Park Townsville 4812) 
Bendigo bank 
Account number 128420239 
BSB 633000 
For reference purposes please indicate YOUR NAME and Aust titles in the receipt and send a 
confirming email to Alan Banister banistea@anzmortgagesolutions.com or call on 0403330154 
 
WEATHER CONTINGENCY 
At this time of year the weather in Far North Queensland is variable and boats often have to travel 
large distances. If the weather is over 20 knots events may need to be delayed, relocated, 
shortened or rescheduled. A safety committee of competition director, state chairs and boat 
owners will make this decision on whether to dive or not. 
 
THE VESSELS 
Private vessels (6-10 metres) owned by Mackay and Townsville club members. Each vessel will 
take between 4 to 10 competitors to the reef. 
 
COMPETITION REEFS 
Competition reefs for spearfishing will be selected by the organizing committee after consultation 
with state Chairs and the boat skippers and depending upon local conditions.  
Preferred reefs will be selected from Faith, Hope and or Charity reefs (see map below). Other 
options are reefs to the north, east or south (weather dependent). 

 

 

http://www.auf.com.au/
mailto:banistea@anzmortgagesolutions.com
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Spearfishing 

Filmfishing? 

Accomodation 
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THE SCHEDULE 
Thursday 9 December ï Registration 3.00 ï 7.00 pm 
Registration and Briefing will be conducted at Cape Gloucester Eco Resort.  All competitors are to 
be present for a 5.00pm briefing  
 
There will be a presentation on reef fish species and fisheries regulations at the briefing.  Drinks 
can be purchased from the bar. Tag numbers and fish bags will be handed out. 
 
Friday 10 December ï Spearfishing Heat 1 (weather dependent)   
5:30am gathering of divers for 6am boat departure.  
Competitors only will be transported to a reef off Cape Gloucester, to be advised the morning of 
departure.  Dependant upon the reef selected for the day and weather conditions, there will be up 
to 1:30--2:30 hours traveling time to reach the reef.  A briefing will be held once anchored.  
At that time divers will be provided with a tag and cable ties to identify their catch and can finish 
gearing up. 
 Safety boats will be on duty patrolling the reef during the event.  Spearfishing heats will be 4-6 
hours depending on conditions. On return to the start/finish point each diverôs fish will be bagged 
and tagged and stored on ice. 
 
Arrival back in Cape Glouchester will be approximately 3.00pm. Each divers catch will be weighed 
on shore at the conclusion of the heat.  Catch species will be recorded on the score sheet, but not 
their individual weights.  Individual fish will only be weighed if it is a potential record, a meritorious 
fish, or to verify that is that it is the 1kg minimum weight or if it is over the maximum scoring weight 
of 15kg.  Some fish may be retained and kept on ice for donation to QDPI&F and JCU for research 
purposes.  
Once back in port, after scores have been collated, results will be posted on the notice board at 
the Cape Gloucester resort.   
 
Each diver will be responsible for filleting and labeling their own fish that they wish to keep 
(and a cold room will be available for storage).  
The balance of the catch will be donated to local charities and sponsors. 
 
FLOATS FOR REEF SPEARFISHING  
As per the AUF óA Sectionô rules, all divers must tow a float with the proper dive flag attached at 
least 200mm above the water. Due to the presence of reef sharks most experienced reef divers 
use floats that enable fish to be kept out of the water. These vary in design from fiberglass 
moulded ones to the most basic of a boogie board with catch bag attached on top. The organising 
committee strongly recommend the use of these types of floats to avoid the disappointment of your 
catch being eaten by sharks. 
 
2.1. SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
 
Individuals 

Competitors for spearfishing and filmfishing must have the following safety equipment at all 

times during the competition:  

2.1.1 Personal float with positive buoyancy of not less than 7 kilograms (thereôs no 
maximum size: but a float cannot be used to transport a diver e.g. kayak) and 
principally coloured either yellow, orange or red with reflective tape and with a 
clearly displayed flag attached as per (2.1.3). Competitorôs number\tag must be 
attached to the float. 

2.1.2 International Code Flag A (blue/white) of minimum size 300x250mm with its base 
a minimum of 200 mm above the surface of the water. 

2.1.3 Whistle and signalling mirror of at least 50 mm x 50 mm. 

2.1.4 Sheathed diverôs knife on the competitorôs person. 

2.1.5 Other safety equipment such as use of smoke flares, safety sausages or 
electronic shark shields shall be permitted. 
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2.1.6 Weight belt fitted with quick release buckle. 

 

 
 
COMPETITION RULES 
The competition will follow the AUF National Competition rules (May 2007) which are available at 
www.auf-spearfishing.com.au. And some extracts in italics in this information package 
 
ñB SECTION RULESò 
 

1. All competitors must be current financial members of the Australian Underwater 
Federation Inc. and shall abide by the ñBò section rules set out below and uphold the 
AUF/AUFQ Code of Conduct, Anti-doping policy and Ethical Standards. 

 
2. Competitors must make themselves aware of the Federal and Queensland Government 

regulations and adhere to them. These regulatory bodies include Fisheries Queensland 
and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and competitors will be provided with 
information outlining the relevant regulations prior to the heats. 

 
3. Any competitor who returns to the boat with a protected species will be disqualified. 
 

4. The minimum weight for all eligible fish will be 1000 gms (or for some species it will be 
greater to ensure above minimum legal size). 
 

5. There is a total reef fish bag limit of 20 fish per person per day. This bag limit includes ALL 
species except mangrove jack and pelagic species. Fisheries Queensland regulations also 
include individual species group bag limits such as 7 coral trout. 

 
6. Eligible species for this competition shall be as in the attached scoresheet (which does 

allow unlisted species) and fish of the subclass Teleostomi (bony fish) with the following 
exceptions: 

 
(a) Ineligible species as per AUFQ Spearfishing Commissionôs Rules & By-Laws. 

 Sea Horses, etc. (order Sygnathidac) 

 Butterfly Fishes, Angel Fishes etc.(family Chaetodontidea) 

  Sunfish, Toadfish, Puffers, Triggerfish (order Plectognathida) other than 
Leatherjackets (family Aluteridae) 

 Blue Grouper (Achoerodus viridis)  

 Estuary Cod (Epinephelus coioides and Epinephelus malabaricus) 
(b) Ineligible species as per ñBò Spearfishing Rules. 

 Flutemouths (Fistulariidae) and Trumpetfishes (Aulostomidae) 

 All species of families Barracuda (Sphyraenidae),  

 All species Batfish (Ephippidae),  

 All species Drummer (Kyphosidae),  

 All species Surgeon (Acanthuridae) and all genus of Unicorn (Naso spp.) 

 All species Sweetlips (family Haemulidae)  

 All species Goatfish 

 All species Spinefoot 

 Flowery Cod (Epinephelus fuscoguttatus)  

 Sailfish Tang (Zebrasoma veliferum) 

 Napoleon Parrotfish (Bolbometopon muraticus), Surf parrotfish and Dark quarter parrotfish 

 Giant Trevally (Caranx Ignobilis) 

 Camouflage cod (Epinephelus polyphekadion) 
 All species of eels and catfish 

 All remoras 

http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/
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(c) Ineligible species as per QPIF latest Recreational Fishing Rules 

 
7. At the commencement of the competition, all divers must remain on the surface within 

10m of the start vessel/s. The organizersô will issue a verbal warning if a diver strays 
outside this zone and failure to return may be grounds for that diverôs disqualification. 

 
8. It is the responsibility of a competitor to secure their fish with a tag on returning to the 

start/finish vessel/s, and to ensure their fish remain secure up to the weigh-in location. Any 
loose or untagged fish may be ineligible for weigh-in. 

 
9. Competitors retaining their catch should note that under Queensland Government 

Regulations all fin fish must have one pectoral fin removed and all fish must be left whole 
unless a 40cm fillet can be taken from the fish, and skin left on the fillet.   
 

10. All parrot fish must be gutted prior to being presented for weigh in; i.e. the belly of the fish 
cut open and all the guts removed. Failure to gut the fish properly may result in the fish 
being rejected by the weighmaster. A minimum weight of 1.0kg will apply to gutted parrot 
fish and only 5 species of parrotfish /diver will be counted towards each divers total score. 

 
11. Competitors late back to their boat will attract the following penalties: 
 Up to 5 minutes late ï 300 point penalty. 
 Over 5 minutes and up to 10 minutes late ï 600 points penalty. 
 Over 10 minutes late ï forfeit all points for that heat (fish not weighed). 
 
12. Spear guns must be fully bagged, covered, or spear tips covered whilst being 

loaded/unloaded and stowed on the vessel.  
 
13. The use of power heads in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is prohibited. 
 
14. In any weigh-in matters the Weighmasterôs decision shall be final. 

 
15. A diver must adhere to any regulations, precautions or guidelines that may override or be 

in addition to those contained herein, that pertain to competition as provided on the 
appropriate forms, in published details, or given by verbal instructions at a competition 
briefing. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Saturday 11 December ï Heat Two Spearfishing 
As per Heat One. 
 
Sunday 12 December  -ï Filmfishing  

Filmfishing 

3.3.1 At the pre-dive briefing, competitors will be issued with a disposable camera 
(NOTE WE ARE PLANNING ON TRYING TO CHANGE THIS RULE TO DIGITAL 
CAMERAS AND ORGANISE SAME CAMERA FOR ALL COMPETITORS AS 
LOAN OR SPONSORSHIP OR COST PRICE). 

3.3.2 The event is meant to closely parallel the conditions governing a spearfishing 
event.  A competitor seeks to take still photographs of up to 20 different species of 
fish or invertebrates.  Each photo is allocated points (1- easy, 5- difficult) on the 
degree of difficulty of photographing with additional points for framing. 

3.3.3 A score sheet of acceptable species will be published with the B Section Rules 
and will be selected by the Organising Committee as representative of the local 
species and selected to form a suitable score sheet for this competition.  Points 
for different species will reflect the relative difficulty of capturing the species on 
film. 

3.3.4 A species must be in its natural habitat and photographed by the competitor below 
the surface of the sea.  Photographs of species in nets, hooked on lines, in 
containers or aquaria, out of the water or speared, will not be accepted. 
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3.3.5 Berley shall not be used.  During the duration of the competition, a competitor 
cannot have in his possession any marine life. 

3.3.6 The competitor is allowed twenty (20) frames after the start point of the film as 
specified by the event organiser.  Blank frames are still counted in this number.  
Each frame scores only once.  The start point of the film will be of the competitor 
taken by the event organiser. 

3.3.7 The 3 Judges (a fish expert, a photography expert, AUF member) will decide 
which fish is the subject of the photograph, and then award points as per the 
Score Sheet for that species.  Each species listing on the Score Sheet can be 
used only once. Should the same species be photographed a second time, it will 
score no points. 

3.3.8 Each photo is awarded additional points for FRAMING as follows: 
  FAR DISTANT  (just recognisable)                 Nil 
  MID RANGE                                                    0.5 point 
  CLOSE RANGE  (well framed)                        1   point 

The procedure at the conclusion of the competition shall be as follows: 

3.3.9 After signing off, a competitor shall have up to 30 minutes to give his exposed   
film to the clerk, having labelled it first in the manner required by the event 
organiser. (NEED TO DISCUSS TIMELIMIT FOR SORTING UP TO 20 PHOTOS 
AND SPECIES)  

3.3.10 Photos shall be returned to the competitor after judging. 

 
Possible location ï Gloucester, Rattray or Holbourne Island (shown below) 
 

 
 
 
Monday 13

th
 Interpacific Pairs 

 
As per Heat One. The holding of this event will be contingent on sufficient Pairs nominated. 
.  

Spearfishing (Pairs) 

The rules for individual Spearfishing shall apply except that two competitors must use one float 
with 2 rig-cords, consisting of one of a maximum length of 4m and the other 30m maximum length 
(these are based on Interpacific Rules).  

3.1.14. During the competition members of each team may not be more than thirty (30) 
metres apart. 

3.1.15. The diver on the surface must remain within four (4) metres of the float/plat, be 
holding the tethered line and must not dive. 

3.1.16. Each diver shall provide a safety watch over his/her partner. 
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Monday 13th December ï Presentation Dinner 
The presentation dinner commencing at 6.30pm will be held at Cape Gloucester. Please wear your 
state or club shirt to presentation. 
 
 
LATEST INFORMATION 
Check out the AUF website at www.auf-spearfishing.com.au for the latest updates and 
FACEBOOK (this will be set up next week and linked to www.skindiving.org). 
 
SPONSORSHIP 
We are aiming for 4 GOLD sponsors (money or equipment valued at over $1000), 4 SILVER 
sponsors ($500) and numerous Bronze sponsors. If you can assist with financial or in ïkind 
sponsorship or if you have a person or business we should contact for sponsorship please contact 
the committee ASAP. 
 

http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/
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59TH AUSTRALIAN UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING SCORE SHEET 
   DECEMBER 2010 
NOTE: All species must be a minimum of 1kg or the legal length whichever is greater. 

Date:   Competitor:     TAG:    

Reef:    Category:    State:    

Species (min. legal size) Weight Species (min. legal size) Weight 

CODS:  TREVALLY:  

WHITE LINED (38cm)  BIG-EYED  

OSCELLATED (38cm)  BLUE FINNED  

RED FLUSHED (38cm)  BLUDGER  

PEACOCK (38cm)  CALE CALE  

CORAL (38cm)  GOLDEN  

PURPLE (38cm)  GOLD SPOT  

  PAPUAN  

CORAL TROUT:  SEA PERCH:  

LEOPARD (38cm)  BLACK & WHITE (25cm)  

COASTAL (38cm)  ORANGE DOTTED (SPOTTED) (25cm)  

BLUE-SPOT (50-80cm)  MAORI (25cm)  

PASSIONFRUIT (38cm)  OTHER:  

  BLACK SPOT TUSK FISH (30cm)  

EMPEROR:  BLACK WRASSE (25cm)  

GRASS (RED FINNED) (30 cm)  GREEN JOBFISH (38cm)  

LONG NOSE (38cm)  LEATHERJACKET (25cm)  

RED (55cm)  MANGROVE JACK (25cm)  

RED THROAT (38cm)  SNUB-NOSED DART  

SPANGLED (45cm)  RAINBOW RUNNER  

YELLOW LIP (25cm)  OTHER:  

BUFFALO (25cm)    

MACKEREL:    

SPANISH (75cm)    

SHARK (50cm)  INELIGIBLE SPECIES (SEE B SECTION RULES)  

SPOTTED (60cm)  ALL SURGEONS  

PARROT-FISH (MAX. 5, GUTTED):  ALL UNICORNS  

BLUNT HEAD (25cm)  ALL GOATFISH  

BLUE BAR ORANGE (25cm)  GIANT TREVALLY  

MEADOW (25cm)  BATFISH - ALL  

GREEN TAILED (25cm)  COD - FLOWERY  

LONG NOSED (25cm)  FLUTEMOUTH - ALL  

SPIKE (HIGH) FIN (25cm)  PARROT ï NAPOLEON  

SPOTTED (25cm)  PARROT ï DARK QUARTER  

PERCH:  PARROT - SURF  

MOSES (25cm)  SAILFIN TANG  

STRIPEY (25cm)  BARRACUDA - ALL SPECIES  

SEA BREAM:  SILVER DRUMMER  

BIG EYE (LARGE EYE) (25cm)  SPINEFOOT - ALL  

ROBINSONS  SWEETLIP ï ALL SPECIES  

BLUE LINED (25cm)  UNICORN - BROWN  

  ALL PROTECTED SPECIES  

 TOTAL SPECIES:                    × 100 =                            pts 
PLACING: TOTAL WEIGHT:                     ×  10 =                             pts 
PLACING OVERALL:  TOTAL POINTS:                              pts  

Protected Species, Minimum sizes, and Ineligible Species listed in ñBò Section 
Rules 
 


